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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, IT 

SUBJECT: ACQUISITION OF SEIZED OPIUM: WAIVER OF 1953 PROTOCOL 
REF: (A) STATE 215044; (B) STATE 252210 

1. BY NOTE OF OCTOBER 7, EMBASSY REQUESTED GOI WAIVER IN ACCORDANCE 
REF. A. 

2. FOLLOWUP AT FOREIGN MINISTRY INDICATES THAT DELAY IN RESPONSE IS 
DUE TO RECENT RESTRUCTURING OF MINISTRY OF HEALTH. THERE IS ALSO 
SOME INDICATION THAT ACCESSION TO US REQUEST MAY BE FOUND IN CONFLICT 
WITH SOME PROVISIONS OF ITALIAN DOMESTIC LAW. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS PROMISED TO FOLLOW UP WITH HEALTH MINISTRY 
AND GIVE US A REPLY AS SOON AS FEASIBLE. VOLPE 
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